YES, NO & MAYBE

1. Most of the people in church act like
spiritual zombies.

2. You can recognize “saved” people,
because they are doing good works.

3. Besides believing, there is something
you must do in order to receive eternal
life.

4. God the Father & the Son have differ-
ent roles--one must judge, and one must
pay the price for sin.

5. | have to establish faith in order to be
saved by God’s grace.
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DIG DEEPER

« Why do you think that the vast majority of the population grew up viewing God
the Father as a God of wrath and judgment, and God the Son as a God of love and
forgiveness?

> READ Ephesians 2:1-10 (N1V)

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to
live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of
the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also
lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following
its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.

4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive
with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have
been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages he might show
the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ
Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For
we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.

Ephesians 2 explains how the blessings described in Ephesians 1 are worked out in
a world of brokenness, sin, and death. Though we were dead in our sin, God has
made us alive through Christ and has seated us with Christ in the heavenly places.

» Walking Dead
* (Vs.1,4,5) - Even though you have a death sentence because of your actions,
God--because of his great love and rich mercy--used the same magical power
that raised Christ from the dead (1:19,20) to give you eternal life.

° Great Love - agapé (ayarn) which speaks of a love called out of one’s
heart by the preciousness of the one loved, a love that impels one to sacrifice one’s
self for the benefit of the object loved.

° Rich Mercy - plousios (mAouolog), “wealthy, abounding in material
resources, abounding, abundantly supplied.”

«When 2:1-10 is talking about God’s great love and rich mercy for us spiritually
dead, is it talking about God the Father or God the Son? What difference does it
make?
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Notes DIG DEEPER...CONTINUED

* (Vs. 2) kingdom of the air - This phrase was not pictured by the audience as “the sky,” but
rather the unseen stuff all around you. It is the spiritual realm, the place where the spirits of good
and evil do battle for your allegiance.

« (Vs. 7) incomparable riches of His grace - Here Paul adds the term grace to God’s love and
mercy as the ingredients that raise us from death to life.

«Why do you think all three of these are a necessary part of your spiritual quickening? What
does this say about God?

* (Vs. 8) by grace, through faith - Most people understand that grace is an unearned gift from
God, but there is quite a bit of discussion surrounding the phrase “through faith.”

« What do you think “through faith” means here?

« s faith something that we’re supposed to build, or something that we receive?

* (Vs. 9,10) not by works / do good works - Verse 9 says that you're not saved by works, but
verse 10 says that you were created to do good works.

« What do you think God means here, and what else does this reveal about His character?

L ocn MY PRAYER...
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1. How is the “kingdom of the air” keeping me from being truly alive?
2. How confident am | of God’s grace, love and mercy?

3. What new aspect of God’s character does He want me to know?



