YES, NO & MAYBE

1. | work harder than most of the people
in this room.

2. My motives are misunderstood more
often than | think they should be.

3. In many ways, | still feel like 'm trying
to fit in and feel comfortable with the
people around me.

4. God has made all of His plan of salva-
tion known to us.

5. God wants us to approach Him with
reverent fear and trembling, as we
realize our sinful state of being.
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DIG DEEPER

« Why do you think that God allows Himself to be misunderstood for long periods
of time?

God’s Mysterious Plan Revealed

2 READ Ephesians 3:1-13 (NLT)

When | think of all this, I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus for the benefit of you
Gentiles ... 2 assuming, by the way, that you know God gave me the special
responsibility of extending his grace to you Gentiles. 3 As | briefly wrote earlier,
God himself revealed his mysterious plan to me. 4 As you read what | have
written, you will understand my insight into this plan regarding Christ. 5 God did
not reveal it to previous generations, but now by his Spirit he has revealed it to
his holy apostles and prophets.

6 And this is God’s plan: Both Gentiles and Jews who believe the Good News
share equally in the riches inherited by God'’s children. Both are part of the same
body, and both enjoy the promise of blessings because they belong to Christ
Jesus. 7 By God’s grace and mighty power, | have been given the privilege of
serving him by spreading this Good News.

8 Though | am the least deserving of all God’s people, he graciously gave me the
privilege of telling the Gentiles about the endless treasures available to them in
Christ. 9 | was chosen to explain to everyone this mysterious plan that God, the
Creator of all things, had kept secret from the beginning.

10 God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display his wisdom in its rich
variety to all the unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 17 This
was his eternal plan, which he carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord.

12 Because of Christ and our faith in him, we can now come boldly and confident-
ly into God’s presence. 13 So please don’t lose heart because of my trials here. |
am suffering for you, so you should feel honored.

» prisoner
* (Vs. 1) - a prisoner of Christ Jesus - The irony here is that Paul is writing this
epistle from a Roman prison, under the authority of the emperor of Rome whose
name was Nero. But rather than identifying himself as, ‘I, Paul, a prisoner of Nero,
the emperor of Rome, he glories in his incarceration under the lordship of Christ.

» extending
* (Vs. 2) - extending his grace to you Gentiles - It's most likely that the
people who read the original letter to the Ephesians found chapter 3 to be the
most provocative section of the whole epistle. In the 21st century it is universally
taken for granted, without any dispute or controversy, that the Christian Church is
open to people from all different nationalities and ethnic backgrounds. This was a
radical new thought in Paul‘s day.
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Notes DIG DEEPER...CONTINUED

» God’s mysterious plan
* (Vs. 3,5,9) - God did not reveal it to previous generations/kept secret from the beginning
- the term mystery does not mean a secret which remains an enigma to us. Rather, it refers to
something which was always in the plan of God but which had been obscured in the earlier chap-
ters of redemptive history.

« Why do you think that God kept His plan obscured for so long? Does He do this with other
aspects of His character?

» how God displays His wisdom
* (Vs. 10) - rich variety - This is the only time in the New Testament that this word occurs. It
is a compound word, including the word for “many” or “much” and a word with such meanings as
“many-colored,” “variegated” and “diversified”. The latter word was used to describe Joseph’s
“richly ornamented” coat (Gen 37:3) in the Septuagint (the pre-Christian Greek translation of the
Hebrew Old Testament).

« What does it tell you about God that His wisdom has a rich variety, is many-colored, and
variegated? How is this aspect of His character relevant to us today?

» unseen rulers and authorities
* (Vs. 10) - all the unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly places - In Ephesians, the
church is not pictured as doing worship but as being the display of God’s wisdom. This brings him

glory, which is the goal of worship.

« God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display his wisdom, not just to the humans
on our planet, but to the heavenly realms. What does this make you think of?

» boldly
* (Vs.12) - we can now come boldly and confidently into God’s presence - The word “boldly”
here is a difficult word to translate into English, and also carries a dual sense of “joyfully.”

« Why do you think that God, the Creator of all, wants you to come boldly, joyfully, and confi-
dently into His presence? What does that say about Him?

e «n MY PRAYER..
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1. How am | displaying God’s grace in “rich variety” to the world and heavenly realms?
2. What might be keeping me from coming boldly, joyfully, and confidently into God’s presence?

3. What new aspect of God’s character does He want me to know?



